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c) a secondary funding process 
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coupled to said payment process for receiving 



d) a tertiary funding process cov 



employee contribution funds said finds payable to said aggregate fund; and 



>led to said payment process for acquiring funds 



from a credit source to complete employee contribution funds. 




2. (Amended) A method for track ing healthcare services, making payment to 
providers for services, and collecting ] >ayment from employers and employees for such 
services, comprising the steps of: 

a) executing a payment process fo r paying a provider for an aggregate batch of 
provider claims for all services delivered by the provider to an employee during a 
predetermined time period, said payn ent being made from an aggregate fund; 

b) executing a primary funding pr ocess coupled to said payment process for 
replenishing funds disbursed by said payment process, by receiving funds from the 
employee's employer and depositing < aid funds in said aggregate fund; 

c) executing a secondary funding process coupled to said payment process for 
receiving employee contribution fund > said funds payable to said aggregate fund; 

d) executing a tertiary funding process coupled to said payment process for 
acquiring funds from a credit source t<\ complete employee contribution funds. 




3. A method of health benefit payment and reporting, comprising the steps of: 
a) provider reporting to a first entity the provisiorVof services to a patient; 

b. ) said entity reporting to employer on a periodic basis the aggregate amount owed 
by employer for services rendered for the employer s employees during the period; 

c. ) said entity reporting to patient on a periodic basis the amount owed by patient 
y *jbr provider services rendered during a predetermined period of time; 

d. ) collecting payment from the employer 

e. ) said entity paying said provider for Services within a predetermined time period 
after the provisions of services, regardless of whether the entity has received payment 
from said patient; and 

f . ) collecting payment from the patient. 



Page 2 of 9 



I 



09/316,938 PATENT 

4. A method of benefit payment and reporting a. ;ording to claim 3, wherein said 
entity extends credit to said patient, such that said j ! ;tient can pay the provider bills in 
installments, said installments being paid to said e? dty. 

/ 

5. A method of benefit payment and reporting according to claim 4, wherein said 
entity calculates the risk associated with extendytg credit to patients, and incorporates 
the risk into the pricing of its services to emplo /ers and providers. 

6. A data processing system for managing the reporting of services provided and 
the payment and collection associated with the provision of healthcare services by a 
healthcare provider to an employee of an employer who provides a health plan for 
employees, comprising: 

a. ) computer processor means for procfessing data; 

b. ) storage means for storing data on a storage medium; 

c. ) first means for processing data regarding services provided by a healthcare 
provider to a patient; 

d. ) second means for processing d^ta regarding employers, their employees and the 
aggregate of services provided for a particular employer's employees by healthcare 
providers during a predetermined rane period; 

e. ) third means for processing data regarding all services rendered during a 
predetermined time period for eacp employee, including all people covered under 
employee's health plan. 

7. (Amended) A data processing system according^ttfclaim 6, further comprising; 

f. ) fourth means for generating a report to^m^loyer stating the amount owed for 
the aggregate of all services proVid^d^p^mpl^ during a predetermined time 
period; 

g. ) fifth means for eert^ratingVflport to employees identifying all services provided 
by all health cape*j5roviders for all people covered by the health plan for each employee, 
and statij^an amount owed by employee. 

8. (Amended) A data processing system according to claim 6, further comprising: 
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f. ) sixth means for making payment to a healthcare provider for services rendered 
for an employer's employee within two weeks of the provision of services; 

g. ) seventh means for processing data regarding amounts owed to and paid to 
provider. 

7 

Please add the following new claims: 

9. (New) A system according to claim 1, further comprising a claim aggregation 
process by which all claims for services rendered to all employees and their family 
members by all providers during a predetermined period of time are aggregated and a 
list is generated for each family of all such services with an identification of the 
aggregate amount owed by said family. 

10. (New) A system according to claim 1, further comprising a claim aggregation 
process by which all claims for services rendered to all employees and their family 
members by all providers during a predetermined period of time are aggregated and a 
total amount is identified that is payable by the employer for the aggregated claims. 

11. (New) A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of aggregating 
all claims for services rendered to an employees and their family members by all 
providers during a predetermined period of time and identifying a total amount 
payable by the employee for the aggregate claims. 

12. (New) A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step of aggregating 
all claims for services rendered to all employees and their family members by all 
providers during a predetermined period of time and identifying a total amount 
payable by the employer for the aggregate claims. 

13. (New) A method of administering a healthcare plan that covers an individual 
and other people related to the individual in a predefined manner, comprising the steps 
of: 

a) aggregating all covered claims from providers resulting from service supplied 
over a predetermined period of time to the employee and the employee's family 
members; and 
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